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Please note: For your comment(s) to be considered in the Final Environmental Impact Statement, your
comment(s) need to be received by the Department of Energy by February 9, 2000. To the extent practi-
cable the Department will consider comments received after February 9.

Please feel free to attach additional pages; more postage may be needed. If you prefer to mail your com-
ments, you may use the back side of this sheet as a postage-paid, self-mailer. To do so, fold in thirds along
the dotted line so address and postage-paid notice are visible; then secure with tape. j
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I request that these comments be made a part of the official record.

The DEIS violates the intent of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

3... |* There is no alternative action presented in the DEIS normally required in an EIS.
The Nuclear Waste Policy Act as amended in 1987 states that “... the Secretary [of
Energy] shall not be required ... {o consider the need for a repository, the
alternatives to geological disposal, or alternative sites to the Yucca Mountain
site;". The Department of Energy (DOE) could have and was asked (1995 scoping
hearings) to consider alternative actions, and yet the DOE didn't.

The “no-action” discussion of the DEIS is unreasonable, making on-site storage
appear to be untenable. It appears as though the no-action discussion is designed
to establish a “straw man” to give the preferred alternative (dump at Yucca Mt.)
validity. The DEIS gives us no choice. There is no decision to be made, because
the DEIS has make it for us. This is completely contrary to the intent of an EIS.
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Nuke waste
now in water,
experts claim

By Matthew L. Wald

NEW YORK TIMES

RICHLAND, Wash. — Nuclear -
waste has leaked out of the giant un-

ol o orar o st n -

. derground tanks at the Hanford nu-
¢lear reservation here and flowed

into the soil, and some experts are
convmced it has reached under-
ground water supplies and is flow-

‘ing toward the Columbia River. .

. i For years, the Energy Department

: wronmental experts. : Al
‘ The tanks, some mth a capacuy Of{"‘ 113

_ ggued that any radioactive material -

at leaked would be chemically
bound to the soil and would not flow,
but recent measurements show that
§esium and other materiais have
moved farther than expected. ‘
t A group of ~outside experts

.. brought in by the Energy Department
- . 4aid in January that the model the

department had used to calculate the

i - spread of undergreund materials was -

imadequate and unrealistic.” . ..
The experts’ report said that mi--
gl'auon of radioactive cesium through
e dirt “does not necessarily indi-
date an immediate health risk to the
Surrounding population,”. but it .°
added that the implications for a

: - cleanup were immense.

—The department has been trying
to reduce the possibility of future

. leaks by pumping liquids out of the
) 28 oldest tanksemptying about’ ﬁvg"ﬂ' '
- each year for.the’last few years* e .

| But in the fiscal year that began

B QCt 1, the plan is to begin pumping .

only two, because of budget co
straints, The delay hornﬁes some e

up tg°1 million gallons, were built in..

- haste and buried at the Hanford reser- .
-vation during the Manhattan Project

the World War. 11 effort to build the_" :
atomic bomb, and the Cold War. - .- -~

| The tanks hold half a century 's

worth of highly radioactive and poi-
spnous byproducts” of nuclear

or "

-
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Yucca Mountain Unsafe for Storage of Nuclear Waste

In 1987 legislators established the
Office of the Nuclear Negotiator under the
DOE. Its job was to find some place—
preferably Indian land—to store the high-
level, radioactive waste from 100 nuclear
power plants scattered around the country
in thirty states.

A new report, compiling the findings
of independent geologists from the U.S.
and abroad working under a Nevada
Nueclear Projects Agency contract, con-
cludes that minerals found on the surface
of Yucca Mountain——the proposed high-
level nuclear waste dump—were carried
there by warm springs from under the
mountain.

This report has grave implications for
the government’s plans to construct the

waste dump at Yucca Mountain. If water
rose through the mountain to the surface
before, it could do so again; and if radioac-
tive waste were entombed in the moun-
tain, the water could flood the repository
and spread the waste throughout the
environment.

The new study confirms the position
of former Yucca Mountain Project geolo-
gist Jerry Szymanski, who resigned from
the Department of Energy in 1992 after the
agency rejected his findings. While the
current water table is substantially below
the lével of the proposed waste dump,
Szymanski believes that earthquakes could
cause warm water to squirt to the sprface
from deep within the earth’s (:ruffr.rI

-—Source: Citizen Alert, April 1994

219 .

Scientists Fear Atomic Explosion of Buried Waste
Argument Strikes New Blow Against a Proposal for a Respository in Nevada

by William J. Broad

Debate has broken out among Federal
scientists over whether the planned
1 nderground dump for the nation’s high-
level atomic wastes in Nevada might erupt
in a nuclear explosion, scattering radioac-
tivity to the winds or into ground water or

Eth.

The debate, set off by scientists at the
Los Alamos National Laboratory in New
Mexico, is the latest blow to the planned
repository decp below Yucca Mountain in
the desert about 100 miles northwest of
Las Vegas. Opponents of nuclear power
ind Nevada officials have long assailed the
project as ill-conceived and iil-managed,
and it has encountered numerous delays.

Even if scientists can debunk the new
argument that buried waste at Yucca

[ The possibility that buried wastes

Mountain might eventually explode, the
existence of so serious a dispute so late in
the planning process might cripple the
plan or even kill-it. Planning for the
repository began eight years ago and
studies of its feasibility have so far cost
more than $1.7 billion. The Federal
Government wants to open the repository
in 2010 as a permanent solution to the
problem of disposing of wastes from
nuclear power plants and from the produc-
tion of nuclear warheads.

might detonate in a nuclear explosion was
raised privately last year by Dr. Charles D.
Bowman and Dr, Francisco Venneri, both
physicists at Los Alamos, the birthplace of
the atomic bomﬂln response, lab manag-

9 cont.
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BLUEPRINT

1,000 It.

Volcanic
rock

Source: Dept. of Energy

A Labyrinth of Radioactivity

A schematic diagram based on the plan lor the Yucca Mountain
complex. Spent nuclear fue! would be buried a thousand leet below
the ground in thousands of canisters, enough 1o hold 70,000 tons.

F Spont fusl
housed In
a stosl
canlster

ers formed three teams with a total of 30
scientists to investigate the idea and, if
possible, disprove it.

While uncovering many problems
with the thesis, the teams were unable to
lay it to rest, laboratory officials say. So
the lab is now making the dispute public

in scientific papers and is considering
having it aired at large scientific meetings
aswell.... :

Highly radioactive wastes are the

" main orphan of the nuclear era, having

found no permanent home over the
decades. In theory, if the Yucca plan wins

EIS001204

approval after a careful study of the area’s
geology, a labyrinth of bunkers carved
beneath the mountain would hold thou-
sands of steel canisters for 10,000 years,
until radicactive decay rendered the wastes
icss hazardous.

The spent fuel from nuclear reactors is
permeated with plutonium, which is a
main ingredient used in making nuclear -
bombs. .

Since plutonium 239 has a half-life of
24,360 years, significant amounts of it
would remain active for more than 50,000
years, long after the steel canisters that
once held the radioactive material had
dissolved, {A radicactive substance’s half-
life is the period required for the disinte-
gration of half of its atoms.)

With the end of the cold war, the
Nevada site has increasingly been studied
for a possible added role as a repository for
the plutonium from scrapped nuclear
arms. ...

The most basic solution, Dr. Bowman
said, would be removing all fissionable
material from nuclear waste in a process
known as reprocessing or by transmuting
it in his proposed accelerator. Other

possible steps would include making steel
canisters amaller and spreading them out
over larger areas in underground galleries—
expensive steps in a project lready
expected to cost $15 billion or more.

A different precaution, Dr. Bowman
said, would be to abandon the Yucca site,
where the volcanic ground is relatively
soluble. Instead, the deep repository might
be dug in granite, where migration of

" materials would be slpwe.r and more

difficult. ...
Dr. Daniel A. Dreyfus, the head of
civilian radicactive waste management at

. the Energy Department in Washington,

which runs Los Alamos and the Yucca
Mountain studies, said he was keeping an
open mind on whether Dr. Bowman's
thesis might trigger an overhaul of the
project, ...

“Whether Yucca Mountain is the right
site, I don’t know, Maybe there's no good
‘solution,” he added. “But walking away
from the problem is no solution either. We
better keep trying, because we already
made the decision to have the wastes in
the first place.” '

Source: New York Times, 3-5-95.



EIS001204

" Industry. Yucca Mountain is unsuitable for 10

g Radioactive Waste storage.
yan . Keep Nuclear Waste On-Site, in safe monitored

. retrievable dry cask storage.

H:gh

13

— w Keep Radioactive Waste shipments off our 1

ays and Railroads |
« Promote safe, renewable energy resources and leglslate

conservation methods, that can make nuclear power plants

__obsolete, stopping Nuclear Waste production.

BT VD o Nevadais not the dumping ground for the Nuclear

{
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AI’CthShOi:J.T fom Helder Camara (1909-1 999) -
h 'g_reatest act of violence in the world,
f the grea test acts‘"._ f nonwolence .

§




Nulkes Boom

Humanity’s Doom
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U. S. PLANS TO SPEND $40 BILLION ON N UCLEAR
WEAPONS TESTING, DESIGN & RESEARCH

The Cobd War is over. right?

Nwclear steekpilex in the U.S. and Russia will
sovn decline 10 3,500 weapons each, and Tanther
declines are expecied. A comprehensive test ban is
inrmi The labs have s10pped designing
 earonce amd ane convening w0 civilian and envicoa-
menial reséarch. The nuclear weaposs budger is
Utopping. and the labs” weapons werklorcs iy
shrinking.

Dream On,

Yes. the Cold Waris over. But none of the ret is
srue. And the nuckear mob that profited from the
Cold War prosection racket is now sctually grow.
ing. untouched by the budge: bandes that threasen
st aboul everything elis in govemment

We can be grotclul ihat ohdet weapons wry belng
dismanled. Bul dissnament il ain't, Even if START
11 is ralificd in Russia - which is doubtful right
now, due in targe part of planned U.S. violations of
the §973 ABM Treaty » the U.S, expects 1o kecp
roughly 8300 auelear bombs and warhcads, abous
half ready 1o usc and half in “rescrve, Withoul
START [1. this number will be higher.

What's worse. some senalors {with bomb plants
in thair s1au3) have recenly begun (o cadl for more
nucleat weapons, Candidaie Dole is one of them.
He believes ir's tine 1o modernize the srenal with
new kinds of warbeads. He is far from alone.

A test ban? It is fas from sccomplished. Nego-
lialions are mow at3 critical stage, and s treaty is by
no means wsured. For 40 years, Los Alamos and
the har Labe have foieht,  sesl han Pehind the

according b0 the Departrvent of Energy. Thatagency
is abowt 9 embark om a multi-biltlon doftar leay-
rm aucieat speading spree, centered around new
“sustogate” leming devices st the hbs. Theae ma-
chines are not necearary o maintain existing wrap-

guckear  ons. They ww designed to provide the capubility i

de3i pn and certify bew puclcar weapoas, st ben or
oo Politically, they are part of pork-barrel payolls
10 the lubs and their powesful prowctons in retom
for suppoet of & test ban.

One of these machines is the redundsal and ill-
advised DARHT facility at Los Alamos. Oinking
o 5124 millioa, R will soon be pushed from the
trough just s few years alfier it is finally finished by
4 suecessor machine costing 340 percent mome,
DARHT will explode mock warbeads - some funde

of real piutosiem, wsing what sveryone hopes will
ba leakproof stee} tanks.

‘What's going on hery? I°s what i cuphemist-
unyunuwmmmyr
DOE’s Assistant Secretary Victor Reis exphuine
“The stewards rally s more imporiant than the
equipment ... . the purpose of the Skockpile Sicw-
ardship program s ia [act i maintais the sewards,
and the right 1ype of experimemts” AN, yes, of

Greg Metlo is direcior of the Lo Alamor Sidy
Groug in Los Alewmas, New Mezico q
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Nuclear cargo
enters Bay amid
fear, secrecy

Protest greets
radioactive waste

AGM EXAMMHER STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

A closely guarded tanker be-
ieved to be carrying a load of used
welear fuel slipped smoothly into
Salifornia, ils passage marked by
wcaltered protesters, curious on-
ookers and anxious emergency
ews.

Officials wouldn't confirm that
be ship Bluebird that passed un-
ler the Golden Gate and into the
3ay at about 2 p.m. Tuesday was
arrying the spent fuel from South
{orea, but it was escorted by sever-
. 1 Coasl Guard ships, an indication
4 was traveling under tight securi-

ty.
‘The red tanker with a blue
siripe later docked at the Concord
. Naval Weapons Station, 25 miles
nland, where the spent fuel was
transferred to trains bound for the
National Engineering and Envi-
ronmental Laboratory in Idaho,
wcording to news reports.

Many of the boats following the
anker on Lhe cold, foggy day were
mvironmentalists in small boats
:alling themselves a “Peace Navy.”

*Qur principle concern at this
point is safety, so we are not inter-

ested in interfering with the ghip-
ment,” said Jacqueline Cabasso,
executive director of the Western
States Legal Foundation.

Among other security measures,
the California Highway Patrol cut
off pedestrian and bike access to
the Golden Gate for a short time
Tueaday morning while the tanker
went under the bridge. The road
was not closed to cars.

People walking about the bay-
side Marina District were bothered
by the arrival of the weste.

“They should keep them over
there in the country that they got
them in,” zaid Mike Cash, 52, of
Deming, N.M. *Don't ship them
over here to the US.A. We don't
need them over here.®

Some who were concerned
seemed resigned to the shipment, -

*It hes to come through some-
where,” said Tom Goossens, 49, of
San Francisco. “I'm sure (the gov-
etnment) examined the various
possibilities and came up with this
s the Jeast expensive. But some-
one is going to be affected, and no
one is happy with nuclear waste
coming in.”

On the other side of the Bay,
some 30 protesters and onlookers

" gathered at an Amtrak station in -

Martinez, where the trains will
pass through efter they leave Con-

i k1 ! 3 T

=== Route for foralgh shipm
spent fuel rods

Earthquake fault llnes

onts of Falrfield

1)
SONOMA
COUNTY /

N "v ot
Martinez

Pyt
* A shitpment of spent .
nuclear fuel tods frony |

¢ Statlon Tuesday, where
{ it was to be transterred
1o tail cars for shipment- §
to Martinez, then to

cord. .
The eclectic group, which in-
cluded eging hippies and clean-cut
high school kids, held cardboard
anti-nuclear signs and circled
eround who
the transportation of foreign nucle-
ar waste as dangerous and hypo-
At one point, a plane flew over-
head  towing a banner reading,
“Danger, Nuclear Trein Coming.*
Tuesday’s shipment is the first
of five scheduled to follow the sama
route over the next 11 years, The
shipment carried about 360 fuel
rods, eccording o Department of
Eneryy officials.

“The public demonstrations
have been very moderate, and ...
we're very thankful of that,” said
John Belluardo of the Energy De-
partment, which is bringing the fu-
¢l through California. )

Those who plan to protest in
Davis, Sacramento and other sites
along the route sdy they intend to
keep it that way., - .

. “We certainly don't expect to be
able to ‘stop this shipment,” said

Marylia Kelly of Tri-Vall
CARES in Livermore, one of se
eral groups opposing the return
foreign nuclear fuel rods,

Kelly zaid protesters were mob
lizing so that *“if the public all alor
ths transportation routes becoms
more knowledgesble and more v
cal, there is a chance of stoppit

[0
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‘Nuclear ms__u_.:m_.; m_oqum oo_,_omS in >_m38_m 09_:@

By Dennis J. Oliver
STAFF WRITER

A planned shipment o_. 10 spent nu-
clear fuel rods from Pennsylvania to a
secluded research facility near Pleas-

* anton should not move forward before
the- public is briefed od the potential
danger Involved, Alameda County
Board of Supervisors President iEnu.
Chan said Thursday.

federal Nuclear Regulatory Commls-
ston, Chan has asked the agency and
. the General Electric Vallecltos Nuclear
Center to host a joint public hearing
about the shipments, which would be

§Oxcn¢.m ﬂnnu l.._.un
: ANESSEe, alley’ ..En_onQ ap- ' .
“_m?oc& ia iplan’- E&uﬂ&& 6‘.-
rodide Zmuclear’ ‘weapons . ....
terlal i bi & noE.BudE “Te-
. wwﬁo_. —o«,._:n.un_ time jn | "Us.
mSQ' u_.«onnm al 3 Tong-
- sﬂ: _Xzﬁn. ..u
nBE ucﬂnﬂ Wer, -
iThe .mﬂn.?u board 4Wm«& w.o,po
: EBE ithe s Watts - Bar’ - Nutlear

TE€ nuelea wasles

, .dﬂu_.n,?_ Punﬂﬁ!éonhk. The

9« Qak . Enwn wuq_uoE.uonE - n
vnmen@gnn ‘oo pirined BO Y d.n -Teport ;A tritium
_._@w the’U.S. "govern- - that "It was ns.bBo_ﬁ Emu.uma_m,..,nonEwQ since. “shoabd =i T

- Under the agreement, which

made by truck.
*I would like the agenda to include

current and planned safety precau-’

tons, potential risks involved and the

volume of radicactive material stored

n_.E.BE and planned for the future at
this site,” Chan said. "As importantly, I
would ke to examine alternatives to
generating and - shipping .E&omnnﬁ

-, materials to Alameda County.”
In a strongly worded letter to the

The radiodetive rods, measuring 12
feet long and 1 inch in diameter, are to
be packed into shipping casks at a
Limerick, Pa, plant and trucked to the
Vallecitos facility, three miles south of
Pleasanton along Highway 84, some-

are sent— to oo un.lou_n.

on OuUv Y_,u_)c,\?/\m ,)o?nrh E&EPN-VI?

2. YME
.:.smﬁ.ni d&._._...us.s The Herald, Tha Times-Star -

SEE use on En_u E.EE e
unSG wcuﬂn wun "Canada do

uamu:n_nnn s.un._..ownm. .» i

n:& milltary-ct- — because -we ”.E.w “a ﬂan_n_..m__._q o

Eboi_&:n_a :nﬁ nns. Eoun_m mw_n_
GE spokesman John Redding.  :

The shipment had been scheduled
for last year but was delayed because
of engin problems with the casks
they were to be carried In and a sched-
uling conflict with {fhe stafl at Valle-
cltos.

Redding said GE would be willing to
hold a public heasing, and he ex-

- pressed confidence the company and
- those in charge of ‘shipping the rods
would _x able 8 calm any SEE__EQ :

fears, .

“You mmp nouac.u& about E_En _a_._
don't know and a Enn bit of E_.nan

:oumegn_ imw_Es.E_BmEum

wm.EEo 85.3

“We're ioawE a.Eu. >_Ennnw
Couanty, the City of Pleasanton.and the
Nuclear Regulatory Commisston.”

Redding sald. the casks used ‘to
transport the rods are nearly _Evn:n.
trable and the risk of exposurc min.
imal. He also stressed that there ﬂou_n_

..oumoEm shipments. - .

"“The casks that will be used are -
censed and ‘regulated by the NRC and
U.S.. Department. of Transportation,”
W&Eun said, “The casks are set on

e with this,” Redding -

fire _.B. 30 or 60 minuies while anm
tested ‘and they come out unscathed.
It's fairly wBBEm..

Vallecitos Nuclear Center was p.Ec
neer .of mnuclear num_uoo_.gm for
clectriclty production in the 1850s and
1960s and stll makes radloattive
materials for medical research and life-

saving surgeries, LE}
be just one shipment, not a serles of -

Vallecitos is under contract’ aﬂ&

) _um_o Alto-based Energy S.on:&on Pe-
 search Institute to find out if Ligder-
“Iek's fuel rods can be used for looger

than “seven years without _om_hm v_.o.
duction nBaoﬂQ

et BFY S They 7wl be sent— Huere

.\t.«.—t T e e L

..J.uqnaﬁonw ‘Jack Batley. #
Uﬂﬂﬂ-ﬁauﬂn o

- m:.&:at

n_:om ::o_omw_.._.

,.Qsao& MDDE.Q Eﬁ L.—.c._? i.ﬂn

t] E.?,Mm_ Ersor -m Suﬁm%aﬂ&ﬂltﬁw

Dacember 9, 1999

oom_-nu&asuﬁ.sﬁo
,.r..

- paid 25 million over the Rext.

._Eoﬁo 8|
lation : that: would : _ three .years_to _prepare;] noP
: ..E:.ﬁ Egﬁ“xon _.wnnu_-un afa com- HUE: _v_.oncnnon and ouBE
. - merclal réactor to make fritium, = B.BES
. .Wunﬂn En_.upnnmﬁ-.n failed in Eo ;_Enuu_u@u fr 3 _.}nwn_ .ncunt\

; s ..m.ﬂ.uﬁ bnhuo_r.vﬂ. ¥ T;
bl i .,.<>.+ the." Enou s E.nﬁ iife of Watts Bar, which went on.,

n_uﬁ. mnmc_ws&
s\hﬂ#nﬂoﬂﬂ.ﬁﬁugg
“iline in'1996 and-has Ariopers’-

“ ik .ﬂuﬂﬂnﬁ.muw gﬂ“ﬂg Eﬁ EE EE “OW“ &E._. . "
‘et 4 year nno&S-me_Won wwo,.q VOM_@BEMM:R .:r  zdio-

e
nEnon .E...En:u:wn wv%%o_.won on En grams . of. trittum &’ .wuﬁc de-"

on:peeds,:The, wue.
vunn-ku._munﬁ would ' pay -

A would be ~work.
.pext few weeks, TYA w0 pe-iien
B g4

al "H‘_

_..nu_u aald;, mnw -Johnson:* a
w_.nm_uﬁozwu_ Bﬁz_n_. from

- Maryville.-
1
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